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When the head honchos at MIT's Media Lab went looking for a European
outpost, chances are it wasn't Dublin’s Liberties with its market stalls and
thrift shops they imagined. But with lateral thinking, a fab mill building
from Guinness and a government grant, Media Lab Europe was born

choing what many might suspect, the
Guinness brewing operation, a sprawling
mass af buildings both old and oew spread
over G0 acres of Dublins Tikerries” districi,
dominates the city. Every second building in Lreland's
capital is, it seems, cither brewing the black staff,
selling or advertising i, Guinness reaches oul and
toches Dullin®s inlabivuss Lke fow other companics in
fewer other cities
Bl weltcal Grudnness Gikes foom Dublin o gives back wish
innercst and just recenthy the company has returned some of
1he: mml pocgecus indwsinal butldings w be soen anywhere
1 EI,‘I:-_'.-'p.;" for vses wildly different to those originally
intendexl. The Cuinness Sroehonse — Guinnesss meerscaye
ViSIOT ConiTe — 15 A must-see fourist atiraction amd jizst
arowrn] the cornesr is the old Creinness hop store, 2 simitlarly
all mil-like building with glomousty impnsing heavy
smbered] pothic dooes, Wiesre onee i hovsed tons of maw
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rarerzal for the tamous drink, now it Hhe Euwropezmn oulpost
af  Americes world-renowned . high-rech seseanch
cstablishment, the Massachaezeits Institile of Technologyl
(BT Ml Lake

To pass through these doors s to peek an tomoroowk
ot Clichd, cerainly, Bat the ressarch veams within are
dedicared o mmeerdacmg people and wohmology searmlessly
tn maximize the henefits of the larer for the Jotmer. And
innevation extends beyond the actual Tesearch, for the
vision of Medin Lab Europe (MLE) tmoscends the sndinany
A significant par of the labs hinding comes from companies
Ecen o peap the revainds of innovitve thinking — 'profit
froee ideas’ is how MLE describes the nelatienship. While
some schools of thought supeed that o Te pure, research
gaust be free ol the ramt of commcrcial funding, MIE
belicves that everyone henefis rom the spinbiosis of deep
thought und dedlars.

Though fonded in part by commendal entities, much of




the teseasch going ometheme-can be thought as, inoa senee,
orenmal amd
stinmlaing new ideas from which, often by ssrendipity,
industy anc cehers can bens i Lo delies thar suaegy s o
exanine the work of the Falpable Machines groap ditertesd
by mile OfModheain: The proup investigates sensory
percepuion — parmculardy ‘haptics’, the =cience of woch
feedback = anc how it oight Tead o new dnierfaces Tog
human-ComputET meraction

“In reaklife, sy syvtems dont workein ok, 2y
ik odhrain, “They work [Ectier 1o mve you a percepe of
the emiinomumenl e interacling with and s=nsony
syateris rade off each other in very mLcresring
dillerrm cimometanees”

simlardy, sugeests Ohodhrain, "MLES independence
enables s o collabomate reely with anpbody, inconsirined
b histinucional diveceives. A\We work joanchy wathe Baculoy
members-of acpdemic estabdisnmenss and hire shindenis o

alsimct, [T Talis resenrchers aie vestzaimg §

wirrk oo these projects. 10 means Qar we can sierch one
wings beyond what we can phyysically aciieve at the lab anl
reatfise somie of The idess that are Teres One of the side-elfeers

L= thar wnwversines me Locland kave srarced. oo collaborane
inzlepenadently hut thrngeh us

BALE acteed w1l caalvsr.
slhing finks with academmia, MLE works

- 1 .
et ol ncestres

As well as estal
closely with repres
the Tab s nor &

W't Tl

rntatives from all
YL crearing thirgs
making prodocis, we're malding Cpre

LIDAICS o

1L By
Lo w0

producs’.” assens Oodhnan
the lab and allow them o pnpape in developinent
process with researchers here gt an carlier stage than they
n-_'nrm.1ii:.' would, e ddess are realised oo the most

s pcied ways, Compaities see the ideas and zay; ‘tharsa

el foar this,

opan idea bur nat whnt w 15 1 b, e
An esample s an nstwment called the ‘senser chair

izl
Yo can sic in the chatr 2o

_'_:-1.'1;"-_"__'.:1:i at the Ink and :I|'=|-_ =i for [rme af the lnkb i

prajects called] baain opea
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ware wour arms about 10 contrel musde usiog elecuic li=ld
sensing, A car compaty came to the by sponed the chair
; and said ‘we have a problem with baby seals when they're
pesitioned in the oo of hean. We don't Enewrwhich way
they'te oremed. I we did, we'd kmow whether oc ool 1
deploy aithaps in the evenl ol an aceidenr. S they picked
up that welnology and realised it in a way (hat solved their
problem. Thals o serendipitows . example of how
tectenologies liere get out of the lab = therek 2 dizlogue, we
learm from them and they learn from us ®
Thruughout MLE, ¢ompact reams of scientizs work in
sinlar CUTUMSIANCES Gn many interesling prsjects. Ui lon
the sci-fi bulls s Brian Delly and his Amthropos grovp’s
Anchvopas and Toe™, 2 project which iz investigating *. . the
challenges ol undesanding and establishing 2 bond
Detween man and machine: From a homan-machine
interachion pemspective, o socislly capable robor facilitares

“MLE’s independence enables us
to collaborate freely with anybody,
unconstrained by institutional directives”

the maxmum wse nl e digisad world w2 ovpeove o provade
dliemanve  spproaches  in education,  inlarmation
disseminarion, and oiher aspeois ol daily 1ie

“Thuis tesearch amns o explote the illusion ol life and
intclligence throagh the development of an amicable
wnthrepanorphie socallv-capable robot fwhich] inlgprales
real-warkd technalogies such s autononeeus whatles, zockl
inlerction, vision and spesch systems, meoton tehavimr
concrol, local and glebal seresing teckuslogies and work an
srnarl huaildings ingo an micgrared whale. The robot iz
designed 1o I:;.c CXpressive, communicitive, socizl o
tniermct wilh people and the phsical environment ”

Duflv's team 15 alse mescarching machine emction
respansss amang ity projects and cther groups ae leoking
al speech synihesis (Adapove Speech Inierfaces — Freid
Cummins), 2158 cenlury siress monilons [.‘»!'.L'u:l_.;:l.mcf- -
Crary MeDarbyd and maps and cheir relatonship to temposal
tme (Everyday Leaming — Caml Sirchescker),

Hriniog: the Media Lab sces together is 9Com; The lsis
Porial’. 1Com is one of the many prjects of e Hoosan
Comnecteduss research grovp . dizected by Stefan
Agamanols which “amms o build techmalogies thal heighien
awstrensns, sirenpthen bonds, promore collaboranom,
convey prescace and foster a sense of community between
fuman heings, whether they be co-workers mnea business,
mietnbers of & family or citizens in 2 nation”

A large wall mounle] video screen with a comlby soda and
a Jow table before 1t & pollerhall-like contral commole and a
les pbviows camera, micieplone and speakers, Kom 1= an
always-on  commumcations conchwit (% mabi-poin
awareness portal sl AN communicaton device’ . lab-
speakl) beowoon MLE and MIT Media Lab in the Li5.
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Whar 1Com equates 10 d5 2 vitlen conlerencing and
bullesin board systemm whiel requires o se1up, wo dialing
o, N eannecnon o be made. To chat norend ime wath a
sross tlie Allantle 1s 3 simple marter ot
sittlng at the sofa and choosing from the ‘e’ of windows
arranged at the TiE]Zl ol the 1ain soreefl. [o comMRICAre;
just wlk. Echo-canceliing speakers take care af acoustic
problemns and faealitate Tl .Eurl!e::-'. (simulanecus two-wayl
speech Lansmizsion. Those with a simple message 1o
communicare (o7 a preference nob o Tae seenlh can ensil a
lexl messpe Lo iCom which & read by clicking it in the
same way thar an iCom user sefects o windoa:

pCom s, i e dike, the underlying philosophyr of BMLE
made physical — the symbiesis of commurisgion:and
technolopy MLES sthic ks thal sclendsts from: many
desciplines working check-by-jowl i pleasant, unhuerivd
surranndings will inevitahly cross-pollinaee, ensbling them
1o make  previously umscen conmections  helween
apgarently dispamce states [and thesely] opening new lines
ol thouglit”,

fellow srientist

Funding 15 an issue andl MLE is active in allfaciing
poteniial sponsors (e the lab o esablish possible
relatienships. Spenzors are entitled o ploce someone with a
reseanh ErebLp znd 1o benehic o the ideas generated
Theuph aBilisved wich MIT Media Lah, MLE is autonomous
pnel self-hending, which equates 102 good deal of aconcy
[ everyone = sclenss and adminisrators alike

Tis still :'.'|T|:|-' ':I'-".'"‘- hue BMLES scientigs, s specracular
huilding, and lecazon, and iz tundamental imporanee 1
Dahilins F‘ﬁ|__l;ir.'|5. Hah wall ':lzr:'.|_';' pzkrasnes longeviry and
naity yetis of fowitful research projeces. =&

Media lovelies

In the 1560s the transformation of comgaters from
alecirenic card files and calculators 1o conduits for
communication was at first a slow one but when the
realisation dawned among complter scientists, the idea
quickiy gatherad momenmim Twenty years Later, MIT
professors Micholas Hepropoente and feroma Wissnar
ricted & similar convergence in comgating, publishing
and broadcasting and predicted that the Intemsction
between these previoushy seperate disciplines would
result in developments inoa wide range of technologias
such as cognition, holography, electronic music and
graphic desizne They founded MIT Media Lab in 1985
Fast farward 170 years and co-founder Negroponte was
casting about for a possible location for Media Lab
axpanssan Potential venues as far afield &5 South Korea
snd Spain came under considesation but following a
lecture Megroponte gave In Dublin during 1998, howas
approached and wged to open a labinreland's capital
cily with initial funding from the irish govermment. The
lab opened it doors in July 2000 and is now the
corerstone of the ‘Digital Hub', Dublins Silican Yallay,




